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“First World” Problems
By Kay Whatley and Nicole Banks

References to the “third world” bring to mind images of
families living in crude dwellings, undernourished people,
and poor-quality water supplies. This term has been used for
decades and dates back to the Cold War years. Did you
know, though, that there are first, second, and forth worlds
too?

Here in the US and other capitalist countries, we have a land
of plenty. There are cities, transportation systems, supply
systems and comforts. We are in the “first world”.

Socialist countries, which have a planned economy instead
of one run by a free market, also have development but
because of the economic differences are “second world”.

“Fourth world” is a newer term, and is less about countries
than about populations. Those categorized as fourth world
are essentially without a country. They have been displaced
politically, or as is the case with Native Americans,
marooned within a first world country. Often their living
standards are poor and the population impoverished, despite
being surrounded by a rich economic area.

Problems facing third world and fourth world individuals
are life threatening. Food and clean water may be in short
supply. Shelter is rudimentary, potentially unhealthy. There
may be little chance for work. Depending on the political
climate (or lack of one), there may be no safety from rob-
bery, physical harm, slavery, or murder.

If you’ve been on the Internet, you may have seen the term
“first world problems”. These are small problems to which

people react in major ways. These problems are usually
minor inconveniences or disappointments; for example,
when the coffee shop forgets to put whipped cream on your
drink; or, when your parents buy you a black tablet com-
puter and you wanted a white one. These are non-problems
that are escalated to the level of life-and-death. 

Everyone experiences their lives in different ways. While
most of us realize in the grand scheme of things our lives are
not crumbling because of the flawed cup of coffee or off-
colored tablet, some may truly feel that their life is ruined if
they do not get exactly what they wanted. Others are simply
happy with what they have and understand if things do not
go exactly as they had hoped. Because life experiences vary
vastly on how each of us is brought up, our views and jour-
neys through various stations will vary as well; however,
recognizing our plights and annoyances in the grand scheme
of things will not only enable us to check our grumbling, but
will also help us to better appreciate the problems we are
fortunate enough to be annoyed with. So the next time our
cell phone loses its connection, or we have to walk another
couple feet to a grocery store entrance, we can get past these
predicaments with a smile and maybe even a chuckle.

Back To School Time 
is Getting Closer!

The traditional calendar school year starts in
just a few weeks. Monday, August 26th is the
first day for many local students. Families are
winding down their summers and preparing
for the new school year.

While some families are able to squeeze in a little travel dur-
ing August, many are focused on getting their school sup-
plies. Kids are thinking about new clothes, and parents are
gathering supply lists to ensure the kids have what they need
for classes.

Back to school shopping starts early in August with the
promise of the sales tax holiday August 2-4 — possibly the
last one for NC. Items tax-free during this weekend are
listed on the NC Dept. of Revenue website:
www.dornc.com. 

When making shopping choices, please remember that
many local shops offer school supplies, clothing, sports
equipment, stationery, and more. Preparing for school can
also boost these local businesses heading into Fall.

A Little Bit of History
Jimmy Clack
Thanks to the Twin County Museum and Hall of Fame,
online at www.twincountyhalloffame.com, local residents
can learn about people who made an impact here. One local
football player is Jimmy Clack, inducted into sports Hall of
Fame in 2006.

A National Football League (NFL) player and community
activist, Jimmy Clack played football and basketball at
Rocky Mount Senior High and represented the school in the
1964 Shrine Bowl. He earned a degree in history and politi-
cal science from Wake Forest University in 1969 while play-
ing football and basketball there. 

He spent 13 years in the NFL playing nine years with the
Pittsburgh Steelers and four years with the New York
Giants. As a Steeler, Clack earned two Superbowl rings
(1974 and 1975). 

As president and CEO of Impact International in Greens-
boro, he served as a board member or volunteer for area
chapters of several nonprofits. Clack died April 7, 2006.

Shades of Grey
Some situations are viewed in black and white; right and
wrong. Yet, many people think situations also have a grey
area where solutions are not so easily discerned. This is not
just about the choices people make, but the thought process
they go through to arrive at their decisions.

Submitted for Your Discussion & Consideration
One of your male co-workers is on leave, having just lost a
family member. His boss has asked that everyone manage
without disturbing the co-worker during this difficult time.

A customer situation arises during the leave, and no one knows
where the paperwork is. You believe the problem cannot be
resolved without information that only this man has.

Do you think that issues at work are important enough to
call your colleague? Or do you think you would leave him
alone and just find a work-around while he was out of the
office? How much of a difference would it make if the
colleague was female instead of male?
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Results in 
as little as 
45 minutes

www.SoHappyItWorks.com
Sohappyitworks@gmail.com

Tighten, Tone & 
Firm Your Body

$5 off 
with this ad

G R A N D  O P E N I N G

Full Service Restaurant 
& Sushi Bar

1705 Raleigh Road Parkway
Wilson NC 27896
(252) 243-5623

Open 11am 7 days a week
Mon-Wed until 9:30pm

Sunday until 9pm
Open late Thu, Fri & Sat

ALL DAY LUNCH MENU
Drive Through
20% OFF

Good through August 15, 2013 with coupon
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Things to Do in NC
When You’re Bored

* Nashville *
8/03 Teens’ Movie Time

(August 3 @ 11am)
Come to the library for a movie. At
Nashville Cooley Library, 114 W
Church St., Nashville
Contact library at 252.459.2106.

8/06 National Night Out
(August 6 @ 6-8pm)
Event designed to strengthen com-
munity. Bouncy slide, games, driv-
ing ed equipment, DJ Detox, fire
trucks, police cars, & more! At
Stoney Creek Environmental Park,
455 W Washington St., Nashville

8/08 Coffee With a Cop
(August 8 @ 12-2pm)
No agenda, just a chance to ask
questions, voice concerns, & get to
know officers. At Olive Tree Cafe,
231 W Washington Street, Nashville
Info 252.459.4545 (Officer Bull).

8/23 2013 Outdoor Movie Series
(August 23 @ 8:30-11pm)
The Lorax by Nashville Parks &
Rec. Bring a chair! Concessions. At
Stoney Creek Envir. Park, 455 W
Washington St., Nashville
For info, contact 252.459.9796.

* Rocky Mount *
8/02
8/16

Lawn Chair Theatre
(August 2 & 16 @ 7pm)
Free family movie, starting at dusk.
Kids free activities before movie.
Concessions. Bring blanket or lawn
chair. At Imperial Centre, 270 Gay
Street, Rocky Mount
www.downtownrockymount.com

8/08
8/22

Summer Music Series 
(August 8 & 22 @ 6-8:30pm)
Downtown Live’s free concerts.
Doors open 5pm, music starts at
6pm. No coolers. Bring blanket or
lawn chair. On the lawn at Imperial
Centre, 270 Gay St, Rocky Mount
www.downtownrockymount.com

8/22 Dynamite Marketing On A 
Firecracker Budget 
(August 22 @ 6-9pm)
Free seminar with tips for prospective
& existing business owners. At Nash
Community College Business &
Industry Center, Room 1211, 522 N
Old Carriage Road, Rocky Mount
Info online at www.nashcc.edu.

8/22 Dynamite Marketing On A 
Firecracker Budget 
(August 22 @ 6-9pm)
Free seminar. Tips for prospective &
existing business owners. At Nash
Comm. College Bus. & Ind. Center,
522 N Old Carriage Rd, Rocky Mount
Info online at www.nashcc.edu.

* Wilson *
8/02 First Friday on the Lawn

(August 2 @ 6-9pm)
Country music with Katelyn Marks
band. At Wilson County Public
Library Lawn, 249 W Nash Street.

8/03
8/05

Wilson Tobs Baseball 
(August 3 & 5)
Enjoy baseball with family &
friends! At Fleming Stadium, 300
Stadium Street SW, Wilson
Online at www.wilsontobs.com.

8/07
8/14
8/21
8/28

Downtown Farmers Market
(Aug 7, 14, 21 & 28 @ 8am-1pm)
Locally grown produce & more
available for sale. On the grassy lot,
207 W Green Street, Wilson

8/07
8/21

Downtown Alive!
(August 7 & 21 @ 5:30pm)
Free summer concerts. Spend the
evening listening to live music &
relaxing with the family. At grassy
lot, 210 S Tarboro Street, Wilson

8/20 ABC’s of Starting a Small 
Business (August 20 @ 6-9pm)
Starting a business in-depth walk-
through workshop. Last day to
Register is August 19th. At Small
Business Center, Wilson Comm.
College, 902 Herring Ave E, Wilson
More info at www.wilsoncc.edu.

8/22 Nazi POWs in the Tar Heel 
State (August 22 @ 6:30-9pm)
Dr. Robert Billinger speaks about
Nazi POWs in NC. In Assembly
Room (use Jackson Street
entrance), Wilson County Public
Library, 249 Nash Street, Wilson

8/29 Foreclosure Sale
(August 29 @ 12pm)
All Sales held August 29th. At the
Courthouse door, Nash St., Wilson
Info on www.wilson-co.com

* Sharpsburg *
Things To Do Coming Soon!
Let us know about free public
events coming up in Sharpsburg!

Notice: Concession Stand 
Worker/Score Keeper

The Town of Nashville is seeking an
individual to fill the position of Concession
Stand Worker. This position performs a
variety of duties as required within the
Recreation Department. Required to work
nights and weekends. Rate of Pay: hourly
minimum wage. Applications can be
obtained at www.townofnashville.com or
Resume mailed to: Human Resources
Department, Town of Nashville, 499 South
Barnes Street, PO Drawer 987, Nashville,
NC 27856. Selected applicants will be
subject to substance abuse screening. The
Town of Nashville is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

* Tarboro *
8/06
8/07
8/13
8/14

Children’s Story Time 
(Aug. 6, 7, 13 & 14 @ 10:30am)
Each Tuesday & Wednesday. Story
Times include music, games, crafts,
& more! At Edgecombe County
Memorial Library, 909 Main Street,
Tarboro

* Elsewhere *
8/03 West Edgecombe Mini Pullers

(August 3 @ 6pm; gates 3pm)
Lawn mower pulls, organized by West
Edgecombe Farm Heritage Museum
& Ruritan Club. Concession stand
proceeds go to community work. At
12180 NC-43 North, Rocky Mount
www.westedgecombeminipullers.com

Primo’s Used Tire & Auto Service
1900 Highway 301 South, Wilson NC

919-285-6008

Mount & Balance $25.00

8-6 Mon-Sun
Ask for Marco or Antonio

Se Habla Español

Friday & Saturday Brake Special
1/2 Price Sale w/ Coupon

Nash Street Healthcare
• TWO LOCATIONS •

to serve you

3725 Nash Street NW, Wilson, NC 27896
312 S Main Street, Stantonsburg, NC 27888

(252) 234-1720 — nashstreetclinic.com
Keenya Staten FNP-BC (kstaten@nashstreetclinic.com)

Robin Starr ANP GNP (rstarr@nashstreetclinic.com)
Sharon Mitchell FNP-BC WCPS

13th Anniversary
Saturday, August 10, 2013 • ECC McIntyre Auditorium, Tarboro, NC

Doors Open @ 5:30

Tickets @ WCPS 252-824-7606 ($10 In Advance, $12 at the door)
2013 King/Queen of WCPS will be crowned

B r i n g  t h i s  a d  f o r  t h e  A d v a n c e  P r i c e

G U A R A N T E E D  A P P R O VA L

ROCKY MOUNT

MOTORS
Right off of Benvenue Road and US 301
1221 N Wesleyan Blvd • Rocky Mount, NC 27804

Ask for Lance or Danny

252-446-CARS (2277)

The Strange-ness
Tar River Banshee
The banshee, known as a messenger of death, is known
for its wailing and shrieking. While its origins are mostly
Irish, banshees have been reported in several countries
including the US — and NC has one too. The Tar River
Banshee haunted an area outside the city of Tarboro.

The legend explains that a man named Dave Warner came
to the area and opened a mill on the Tar River. During the
Revolutionary War, he was attacked and drowned by Brit-
ish Troops who were unhappy with his anti-British activi-
ties, including supplying the new US militia. Upon his
death in August 1781, the banshee appeared and scared
off his attackers. She then stayed to prowl the banks of the
Tar River and visitors — especially in August — hear and

see this wailing spirit.

The above “Things To Do...” listings are free, at publisher’s
discretion, and as space allows. Up to 5 lines of description may be
included with an event. Priority is given to free, public events.
Sponsor names may not be included. Event organizers may
purchase regular advertising spaces to provide more details for
upcoming events.

SAVE 10% OFF REPAIRS
  

• Pick-up and Delivery
• Next Day Service
• Flat Rate
• Free PC Checkup (with coupon)
• Virus & Spyware Removal

DOUGLAS BLOCK
209 N.E. Main Street

Rocky Mount, NC

252-212-1551

 5% Down 
105 Goldsboro Street S., Wilson NC
252-218-5176 • 252-230-1638

OPEN  
24 Hours

Paintings-Giclee Prints-Carved Ceramic Tile-Functional Ware-Classes-
Assemblages-Photography-Ceramics-Pottery-Jewelry

-Jewelry Boxes-Cards-Wood Turnings
-Leathercraft-And More Handmade Gifts

Rental Spaces Available

ROCKY MOUNT, NC 27804
252-442-8115
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Part of the crowd on the grass enjoying the event

While under the watchful eye of the street savvy Pastor
Daniels who runs a homeless shelter not only are the
answers Jackson has been searching for revealed to him, but
in the process he discovers that he has been the source of
“Impact Challenge” all along.

The weekend also included the performance of “Satan’s
Kiss”. Featured music for the weekend was from the sound
track co-written and performed by Second Perception.
Saturday included a fun filled day of innovative and exciting
Christian music performed by local bands Place of Rest,
Footstool and Jordan River.

Attendance was in excess of 170 by several local Youth
Ministries, Christian and Faith based groups from the area,
as well as local residents. Several local vendors also
participated in providing food, beverages and other items.

Sherry Mercer of Bunn Centennial Committee 
mans a booth during joint Bunn Movie Night 

& Impact Challenge opening

Contributed by Tina High, Writer & Photographer

The night was clear as a bell and the temperature
unseasonably comfortable to be smack dab in the middle of
the “dog days of summer.” It was a perfect night to kick off
Zebulon’s Impact Challenge weekend and Premiere of
Jackson’s Run, a powerful Christian-based film presented
by Daniel J. Lennox–Writer/Director, Chris Robinson–
Producer and Co-Writer, Ollie Ballew–Co-Producer and the
Zebulon Outreach team “Total Impact”.

The night started out with information and testimonies from
guest speakers, T.C. Stallings (Pastor Daniels), Evangelist
Chris Harper, filmmaker Billy Badd, and Quintus
McDonald — #96, former linebacker for the Indianapolis
Colts — to name a few. Also present was Theresa Curry-
Boyd whose fundraising skills made the Norris Creek
premiere possible by raising Thirty Thousand Dollars. 

Billy Badd, Chris Robinson and Theresa Curry-Boyd

Jackson’s Run co-star Rusty Martin plays Jackson Stone, “a
reckless teen who while battling a life threatening disease
struggles to overcome his fear of death, as well as to
understand the meaning of life.” Jackson’s many brushes
with the law have brought him to his one last chance to
avoid jail. Jackson is ordered to community service by his
probation officer.

Ask about our Hearing Aid Services 
including testing, programming and 
adjustments, repairs, warranties & batteries

3009 Village Park Drive #E
Knightdale, NC 27545

919-217-6009

1356 Benvenue Plaza
Rocky Mount, NC 27804

252-442-3335
www.downeasthearing.com

Affordable Coverage Options
• Flexible Payments
• Low Down Payments
• Auto Insurance
• Homeowner’s Insurance
• Commercial Insurance
• Bonds

Renter’s Policies
Starting at $85 A Year

OR As Low as $8 A Month
BOTTOMS INSURANCE SERVICES

125 NE Main Street, Rocky Mount, NC

252-446-1236

Impact Challenge Comes to Zebulon

Quintus McDonald and friends - photo by Cindy Privette

Ed. Note: The Grey Area newspaper is proud to be a
sponsor of both The Impact Challenge 2013 & the Bunn
Centennial Year.

Top Choice Insurance Agency

*Auto Insurance*
Low Down Payments

Low Monthly Payments

252-206-1482
Call for a FREE Quote

InJoy
THRIFT STORE
InJoy

1020 LIBERTY LANE – ROCKY MOUNT, NC 27804
(252) 442-8484

New Thrift Store Now Open in Rocky Mount
Store Hours Monday-Saturday 10-6

We invite you to:
SHARE BY DONATING – SERVE BY VOLUNTEERING – SAVE BY SHOPPING

INTERIOR DESIGNER

919-812-0217 | 757-635-2034

www.joyinteriordesign.com

A-1
BRIGHTSIDE AUTO
Major and Minor Services

Tires and Towing
1826 Sunset Avenue

Rocky Mount
252 -212 -3940

Official Inspection 
Station

FULL SERVICE
OIL CHANGE
AND FREE

TIRE ROTATION

$24.95 
Includes Tax and Disposal 

Fees (a $5 Savings)
Expires Sept. 15, 2013

Not valid with any other offers.
1 Per Customer w/ Coupon Only.

We Pay Top Dollar for Broken Gold, Silver, 
Platinum and Estate Jewelry!

Wilson Jewelry & 
Coin Exchange

We Buy High End Watches

252-234-1666
3332-D Airport Blvd

Wilson NC 27896

Cash for Gold on the Spot

Chris Robinson and Ollie Ballew on 
stage at Norris Creek

Insurance Solutions Designed for Your Needs
Employer – Individual – Fire/Rescue
Health, Disability, Dental and More!

252-210-2201
3712 Sunset Avenue, Rocky Mount, NC 27804

Membership Drive — Call for Details
For over 23 years, Willow Springs Country Club
has been family owned and operated.

We invite you to come and experience the
beauty and charm of Willow Springs Country
Club. Aligned with award winning hardwoods,
our 18-hole course is also accompanied by
bermuda grass greens and over 6600 yards of
plush fairways, Enjoy a variety of amenities
including a Proshop, snack bar, ballroom and
dining room, ladies’ and men’s locker rooms,
driving range, outdoor patios, practice putting,
chipping areas and swimming pool.

Professional Experience
Proshop and Golf Services

Swimming
Dining | Special events and planning

3033 Hwy 301 South, Wilson, NC

252-291-5171
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Little Bits
Chuckle of the Issue
Mark walks into his boss’s office. “Sir, I’ll be straight with
you. I know the economy isn’t great, but I have three
companies after me, and I would like to respectfully ask for
a raise.” 

After a few minutes of haggling, the boss agrees to a 5%
raise, and Mark happily gets up to leave.

“By the way,” asks the boss as Mark is walking out, “Which
three companies are after you?” 

“The electric company, water company, and phone
company,” Mark replied.

Quote of the Issue
Buddha
“To keep the body in good health is a duty... otherwise we
shall not be able to keep our mind strong and clear.”

Word of the Issue
Banshee
Definition:  A female spirit in Gaelic folklore believed to 
signal death by loud wailing.
Example:“When the baby woke up, he screamed like a 
banshee until his mother picked him up.”

Translation of the Issue
English — automobile / car
German — automobil Spanish — automóvil
Italian — automobile Polish — samochód

Translations for these words in many more languages may
be found in online (translate.google.com, etc.).

Call for Submissions
Franklin County Arts Council’s Writers Guild is calling for
submissions for the 2014 issue of “County Lines Literary
Journal”, to be published in December. Writers may submit
poetry, short fiction, essays, and creative non-fiction for
consideration. Artists may submit black and white or color
art for the cover. Email CountyLinesLiteraryJournal
@gmail.com to request submission guidelines. Submission
deadline is Sep. 15th.

Cryptogram of the Issue
Replace the letters in this Cryptogram with other letters to 
deduce the quote within the puzzle. 
Hint:  S = A.

Answer to the previous issue’s cryptogram:

I scream, you
scream, we all
scream for ice

cream!

J M S W X S A M X T D Z

S Q T F A A M X M F N S U

.
N J U P S Q D S J U J I S

V T A V J R X S

.
L T N C F A X D J A G J V V

T U V Z A S R X I T N S U Z

,
K S L A I S U P A M X U J A

G J V V Y T T U T W X D V T S P

.
S U P Q V T G F C

--
X D N S Q T N Q X L R

Essay Contest Winner
The First Place winner of our
Independence Day Essay
Contest was Nnanna Okafor.
Nnanna is 14 years old and is
going into ninth grade in the
upcoming school year.

Encouraged by his parents,
Felix and Ravita, to write
over the summer holiday,
Nnanna entered the contest.
His first place entry was
published in The Grey Area
newspaper issue for the week
of July 4th.

Thank you to Nnanna and all
entrants, of all ages, for
participating in this essay

contest. We plan for this to be the first of many writing
challenges to come.

News from The Grey Area
The next issue of The Grey Area newspaper comes out for
August 16th. If you have an event, story or community
happening you’d like us to cover, call 919.623.9392 or send
an email to kayw@greyareanews.com.

With this issue, we welcome Sharpsburg NC to the
masthead. Located along US 301 between Wilson and
Rocky Mount, small businesses in Sharpsburg have been
advertising with us. To ensure town happenings gain some
exposure, coming issues will include news and things to do
from this municipality.

To advertise, call 919.637.6973. Issues of The Grey Area
come out every other Friday. Advertisers may place their ad
in one Edition or both, covering nine cities.

Advertise with Us
Issues published every other Friday 
throughout 2013. Multiple ad sizes 

to fit your needs. Advertise in a 
single issue or multiple issues. Up to 

17,000 newspapers distributed for 
each issue. Call for rates.

Above And Beyond Learning
Zebulon, North Carolina USA

Advertising Information: 
919.637.6973

sales@greyareanews.com
www.greyareanews.com

Ads, Services & Directory
To list your business, yard sale, item sale, or service, contact our sales office at 919.637.6973.

SOLIS AUTO BODY & COLLISION
Body Repair & Painting

All Insurance Accepted • Free Estimates
100 Industrial Dr., Nashville NC

252-462-0018

NC SMOKE SCENE
Electronic Cigarettes • Many Flavors

Pipe Tobacco & Tobacco Pipes
163 Nashville Commons Dr., Nashville NC

252.459.2260

DOES YOUR HOME NEED CLEANING?
Call Debbie’s Cleaning Service

252-567-5959
Reasonable rates — $45-$80

Call to schedule today!

CREEKSIDE CREATIVE DESIGN, INC.
Handforged Wrought Iron Handrails • 

Fencing • Security Bars • Custom Furniture
206 S. Goldsboro Street, Wilson, NC

252-243-6272 • 919-795-4693

SPEEDY TAQUITO
Best Mexican Restaurant in Wilson

3 Tacos for $3
2700 Ward Boulevard, Wilson NC

252-206-9848

THINK & GROW CHILD CARE
“Where your child is a rising star”

4 & 5 Star Licensed
Now Accepting Applications NC Pre-K

252-823-1599 Tarboro, NC

NEW MATTRESS SETS
Twin, $99; Full, $115; Queen, $129; 
King, $189. Free layaway. Delivery 

available. No credit check financing. 
252-243-5400. tfn

ALL PRO BAIL BONDING
 5% Down 
Open 24 Hours

105 Goldsboro Street S., Wilson NC
252-218-5176

 
2527 Sunset Avenue 252-210-9335
Rocky Mount, NC SunsetComputerWorks.com

$10 Off your 
first service 
with Coupon

Specializing in
Smart Phone, Computer Repair 

& Business Services

Same day service available, your place or ours
Best Rates, Guaranteed

207 E Hope Lodge St. 
Tarboro, NC 27886 

Prince Kounkou
252-563-5988 bus
919-532-4604 cell
252-563-5988 FAX

connectionmobile252@gmail.com

We are the
Bug Busters!

Ask us about control 
options for adult 

mosquitoes & larvae

4601 Sunset Ave
Rocky Mount, NC
252-937-8878
252-937-6628

EXTERMINATING

10% Off
Any Residential Adult 
Mosquito Treatment

with this coupon

J J & A  DISCOUNT 
VARIETY STORE

& BEAUTY SUPPLIES

A STORE WITH AFFORDABLE 
PRICES AND FRIENDLY FACES

JJANDADISCOUNTVARIETYSTORE

@GMAIL.COM

401 S. HATHAWAY BLVD

SHARPSBURG, NC 27878
252-210-9624
252-210-9625


