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Local News Briefs
Nash-Edgecombe Economic Development released an announcement that  
Head Start is accepting applications for the 2011-2012 Program Year. 

The program is open to children ages 3-4 years old. Applicants’ children 
must be 3 or 4 on or before August 31, 2011. Applications are also being 
accepted for children with special needs. For more information, call 
252.442.9791 extension 261. 

The Good News... Waste Cleanup
The Environmental Protection Agency initiated an Emergency Response 
Action related to clean-up of a residential site in Rocky Mount.

The EPA initially received from the NC Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources an RCRA (Resource Conservation and Recovery Act) 
report regarding a residential/farm property. Multiple tractor trailers 
containing drums of unknown material were found at the site, with one of 
the trailers leaking. 

The EPA responders have been working to clean up the property and 
remove any potentially hazardous materials — including five drums of 
Potassium FerroCyanide. 

The Bad News... Cukes At Risk
Cucurbit downy mildew has been reported on cucumbers in North Carolina 
including Johnston and Wilson County. Curcurbits include cucumbers, 
squash, and melons. 

Curcurbit downy mildew starts as pale green or yellow spots that make the 
plant appear mottled. If not treated, the spots merge and the leaves turn 
brown. The underside of leaves may be covered with a white or purple 
growth. Growers living near these counties should be watchful and prepare 
to treat the disease should it hit their crops.

More information on curcurbit downy mildew and other plant diseases may 
be found at www.ipmpipe.org.

A Little Local History
Person: Harold Dunbar Cooley (1897-1974) 
A politician with the Democratic Party, Congressman Cooley represented 
the Fourth Congressional district of NC from the mid-1930s through 1967. 
He served as Chairman of the US House Committee on Agriculture from 
1949 to 1952 and again from 1955 to 1967.

An NC Highway Historical Marker placed in Nashville NC draws attention 
to his significance in shaping postwar federal farm policy. Cooley was a 
driving force in developing President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s agricultural 
program. Cooley backed reforms to provide for allotments, price supports, 
rural electrification, and soil conservation. Cooley also endorsed the “Food 
for Freedom” program. A quote attributed to Cooley states, “Bread and 
butter rather than bullets and bayonets are the most powerful weapons in 
our arsenal.”

In addition to the highway historical marker, the Harold D. Cooley library 
in Nashville NC is named after Congressman Cooley.

Place: A North Carolina Legend 
Located a few miles outside of Bennett NC is a small piece of land known 
as the Devil's Tramping Ground.

All that is visible is a barren circle in the forest, a bit off a beaten path. 
Nothing has grown, nor will grow, within the 40 foot ring. Even a US 
Geological Survey team could not find a scientific explanation for the lack 
of growth within the circle.

The Devil’s Tramping Ground is one of North Carolina's oldest legends. 
One of the “legendary” explanations for the bare circle of ground is that the 
Devil spends his nights pacing around in a circle as he thinks of ways to 
torment human souls. 
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Things to Do in NC 
When You’re Bored

* Wilson *
Wilson Fair Grounds Farmer’s Market
(July 16, 23 & 30 @ 7:30am-12pm)
Pick up fresh local produce from local growers.
Wilson County Fairgrounds, 2331 US Hwy 301 S, Wilson

Wilson Tobs 
(Home July 16, 20-21, 23, 25-26, 28 & 31)
Take the family out for a night at the ball game.
Fleming Stadium, Wilson, NC
Visit www.wilsontobs.com for details.

Wilson Downtown Farmer's Market 
(July 20, 27 @ 8am-1pm)
Buy locally grown fresh produce, fresh baked goods, 
canned items, and more. Includes activities for the kids.
207 W. Green Street (grass lot), Wilson NC.
Visit www.wilsonnc.org for details on local markets.

Wednesday Community Dinner
(July 20 & 27 @ 6:30-8:30pm)
St. John AME Zion Church and Peace Church sponsor 
Wednesday Community Dinners every week. The public is 
invited to come for dinner. 
St. John AME Zion Church, 119 E. Pender St., Wilson NC
Call 243-6847 for more information.

1st Fridays on the Lawn
(August 5 @ 6-9pm)
The Human Relations Commission invites you to the 
downtown library lawn for a free community concert. Each 
month is a different style of music with two live bands. 
Intermission acts include a home-style game show and 
performances by local dance studios. The Kid's Zone bring 
a fun interactive activity each month. Stop by the local food 
vendors to pick up dinner or bring a picnic basket of your 
own.    All concerts are free and open to the public. No 
alcohol is permitted.
Wilson County Public Library Lawn, 249 W. Nash, Wilson
More info, 252.399.2308.

* Rocky Mount *
Rocky Mount Farmers Market
(July 20, 27 @ 8-11 am)
Locally grown produce, fruit, and crafts.
1006 Peachtree Street, Rocky Mount, NC
More details, call 252.407.7920.

Lawn Chair Theatre
(July 22 @ 7pm, movie starts at sundown)
Featuring “Spy Kids 3D”
This Rocky Mount Summer Movie Series is presented by 
sponsor Subway. Concessions and kids activities during the 
event. Attendees are advised to bring lawn chairs or 
blankets. During the July 22nd showing of “Spy Kids 3D”, 
free 3D glasses will be provided. The next movie in the 
series is “Monsters, Inc.” on August 5th. The final movie of 
the series is “Rango” on August 19th. Children must have 
an adult with them. Families and groups may attend.
The Imperial Centre, 270 Gay Street, Rocky Mount, NC
Call 252-972-1266 or email museum@imperialcentre.org.

Rocky Mount Downtown Live Concert 
(July 28 @ 6-8:30pm)
Featuring “The Wallers”. No tickets required — admission 
and parking are free.
Imperial Centre for the Arts & Sciences
270 Gay Street, Rocky Mount NC
Visit www.imperialcentre.org for info on these free events.

* Zebulon *
Carolina Mudcats
(Home Games July 15-18 & 26-30)
Load up your crew and take them to the stadium for game.
Five County Stadium, Zebulon NC
Call 919-269-2287 for info or visit www.gomudcats.com.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
(July 15)
Zebulon Community Park will be opening its Tot Lot in 
July after renovating the playground to offer state of the art 
play equipment to engage the imagination of our youth. 
Rest rooms have also been added to the Tot Lot area for 
convenience to playground and park users!
For more information, contact the Community Center 
Coordinator at 919.823.0432.

Midtown Disc Golf Tournament
(July 16 @ 9am – July 17 @ 10am)
Zebulon Community Park
401 S Arendell Avenue, Zebulon NC
For more information, call Keith Kemsley at 919.201.6855.

Nick Driver Free Show 
(July 16 @ 7:30-10:30pm)
Nick Driver and Band return to Zebulon for a free concert, 
following his album release this Spring.
Eclectic Intellectual, 120 N. Arendell Ave, Zebulon, NC
Visit www.facebook.com/EIZebulon for more information.

NC Zoo: Adaptations With Live Animals
(July 18 @ 4-5pm)
The library will have live animals plus hands-on exhibits 
designed to teach attendees about animal adaptations.
Zebulon Community Library, 1000 Dogwood Dr., Zebulon
For more information, contact the library at 919.404.3610.

East Wake Women in Networking Luncheon
(July 20 @ 11:45am-1pm)
This networking opportunity is open to all professional 
women. Zebulon Chamber Of Commerce member fee is 
$10, non-members $15, which includes lunch. 
Eastern Regional Center, Zebulon NC
Must register in advance by calling 919.269.6320.

Flow Circus - Variety Arts
(July 25 @ 6-7pm)
Featuring the one-man comedy juggling and magic of Paul 
Miller! Fun for the whole family! Join us for our Summer 
Reading Finale with prizes for the children. All ages.
Zebulon Community Library, 1000 Dogwood Dr., Zebulon
Contact the library at 919.404.3610.

Free Family Movie Night
(August 12 @ 7-9pm)
Zebulon Parks and Recreation Department presents the 
movie “Tangled” free with popcorn.
Zebulon Community Center, Zebulon NC 
Visit townofzebulon.org for more details.

* Elsewhere *
Town of Nashville Friday Afternoon Movies
(July 15 & 22 @ 2-4pm)
Join the folks at the library for movies and popcorn Friday 
afternoons. Movies for a variety of ages are shown. July 
15th is “The Social Network”. July 22nd is “Aragon”. 
Harold D Cooley Library, 114 West Church St., Nashville
For more information, contact 252.459.2106.

Spring Hope Farmer's Market
(July 15, 22, & 29 @ 2-6pm)
Stop by and purchase vegetables, plants, and more from 
local farmers.
Downtown Spring Hope NC
Visit Spring Hope Farmers Market on Facebook.

Peach Festival
(July 16 @ 10am-2pm)
This free event celebrates the peach and the Town of 
Candor’s peach growing heritage. Begins with 
parade and includes live entertainment, children’s 
attractions, vendors, food, and peaches.
Main Street, Candor NC
Visit www.townofcandornc.com or call 
910.974.4221 for more details.

Wendell Farmers' Market
(July 16, 23 & 30 @ 9am-1pm)
Locally grown produce and goods.
3rd Street & Cypress Street, Wendell NC
More details, call 919.365.6318.

Sunday In The Park
(July 17 & 24 @ 7-9pm)
Featuring “The Celtibillies” July 17th. Come by the 
park to hear these musicians play a blend of Celtic 
music and Appalachia. Public event is free. July 
24th concert with “David Dyer And The Crooked 
Smile Band”. Concert July 31st with “Paneylo”
1st Street, Town Common, Greenville, NC
Details at www.visitgreenvillenc.com or call 
252.329.4567.

Line Dance Class
(July 18 & 25 @ 6:30pm, couples 7:30pm)
These one hour classes cover various types of dancing (Two 
Step, East Coast Swing, Waltz and many more). Small fee 
of $6 Per Person.
Coopers Ruritan Club, Nashville NC
For more information, call Michelle 252.813.9147.

Clayton Town Square Concert Series
(July 21 @ 7-9pm) 
The Town of Clayton and Downtown Development 
Association are offering this free concert featuring “Craig 
Woolard”. Bring your own lawn chairs and blankets. 
Refreshments available.
Town Square, Main & Fayetteville Streets, Clayton
Info at www.townofclaytonnc.org or 919-553-1545.

Movies By Moonlight
(July 21 @ 7pm; movie at dusk)
Featuring “The Twilight Saga: Eclipse”. Bring blankets and 
lawn chairs. Picnic baskets are allowed. Amphitheatre 
concessions will be selling movie night snacks and drinks. 
Admission is $3 Adults, with kids 12 and under free.
Koka Booth Amphitheatre, 8003 Regency Pkwy, Cary NC
More details at www.boothamphitheatre.com/movies.htm.

Sand in the Streets Summer Concert Series
(July 28 @ 6-8pm)
Free event featuring the “Super Grit Cowboy Band”
Corner of North and Mitchell Streets, Kinston NC
For info, call Adrian King at 252.522.4676 ext 2020 or 
email chamber@ns1.eastlink.net.

Town of Nashville Special Movie Night
(July 29 @ 7-10pm)
Special movie for grown-ups, “Wall Street: Money Never 
Sleeps”. Come for this special evening movie showing and 
popcorn.
Harold D Cooley Library, 114 West Church Street, 
Nashville NC
For more information, contact 252.459.2106.

1st Friday Jazz
(August 5 @ 6:30pm)
The Kila Company hosts this Wendell event featuring the 
“Freddy Greene Street Genie Quartet”. Come and enjoy an 
evening out with great music. Ms. T’s Louisiana Kitchen, 
the 2nd Place Winner of the Cook Off event, will be the 
Caterer for the evening.
The Kila Company, 28 North Main Street, Wendell NC
For more info, call 919.365.5003.

The Garden Spot Festival
(September 9-10)
The Garden Spot Festival is organized by the La Grange 
Chamber of Commerce and the Town of La Grange. The 
festival   includes live bands, food and performances. 
Downtown, La Grange NC
Call 252.566.4029 to ask about The Garden Spot Festival.

Premium Movie Package offer ends 9/30/11. Offer value is $126; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. Starz® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS 
Company. 
Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if 
service is terminated before end of agreement. After 12 months of programming credits, then-current price will apply. DISH Billing. DISH 
Platinum offer requires qualifying HD programming, AutoPay with Paperless Billing; after 3 months you must opt to continue subscription. Free 
Standard Professional Installation only. Upfront and monthly fees may apply. Prices, packages and programming subject to change without 
notice. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer available for new and qualified former customers and ends 1/31/12. 

For 12 months with 24-month Agreement
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This new section provides reviews of recent NC events 
attended by The Grey Area staffers.

40th Independence Celebration 
Rocky Mount NC — July 3rd
The City of Rocky 
Mount’s Independence 
Day celebration drew a 
large crowd on July 
3rd. Held at the Rocky 
Mount Athletic 
Stadium, the crowd had 
plenty of room to play 
with footballs, toys, and 
the free frisbees given 
away during the event. Live bands and singers entertained 
the crowd for several hours. About a half dozen vendors 
provided snow cones, lemonade, and snacks for the 
thousands in attendance. After dusk, fireworks lit up the sky 
for more than 15 minutes, with a variety of sparkles from 
ground level to high in the sky. Traffic leaving the event was 
backed up briefly, and then cleared. This was a nice event. It 
would have been preferable for the fireworks to be over the 
stadium — as they were better viewed from the parking lot 
— and traffic at the end could have been better handled. 
The staffers and children with them enjoyed the event.

Cooking with Jazz
Wendell NC — July 9th
The Kila Company, Plan Ahead Events, and the Wendell 
Chamber Of Commerce hosted “Cooking with Jazz” — a 
combination street festival, Jazz event, and barbecue cook-
off. Held on the main drag in downtown Wendell, droves 
came out to walk around the town and visit local businesses, 
buy from local vendors, eat cool treats from concession 
stands, and listen to great music. Even a caricature artist 
was on-hand! Raffles were held with a variety of prizes, 
including a family trip to Great Wolf Lodge!

The stars on hand included “Personal Chef to the Stars” 
Jerome “Rome” Brown. Chef Rome got his start cooking at 
home in Rocky Mount NC, building his skills through local 
experience before moving on to the US Army. As he puts it, 
he traveled the world cooking for troops across the US, Italy 

and Korea. This well-known Chef serves celebrities and 
dignitaries now, with a TV show on the way and a new 
cookbook. The cookbook, Cooking With Rome: A Flavorful 
Journey, recently hit stores. Chef Rome describes the book 
as indicative of his journey through cooking. Chapter 1 
represents his early years in NC. Chapter 2 covers foods 
suitable for any celebration or celebrity. Chapter 3 covers 
his favorite and most requested dishes. 

With his expertise in all types of cuisine, he made an ideal 
judge for the barbecue cook-off that was a big part of the 
event. Delicious barbecue smells wafted across the area 
throughout the evening. 

A great event, and one which seemed to be a boon for 
Wendell businesses and visitors alike. The Kila Company, 
Plan Ahead Events, and the Wendell Chamber did an 
excellent job, and The Grey Area staffers and family who 
attended say they hope “Cooking with Jazz” returns next 
year.

News From The Grey Area
This July 15th issue includes event listings as well as 
reviews of recent events. To ensure the event listings are the 
freshest and most complete possible, staff members visit 
local attractions and attend local festivals. From this issue 
forward, reviews will be provided on a variety of events.

Special features are planned for future issues of The Grey 
Area. Similar to the special fireworks feature last issue, 
future issues will contain information such as lists of rabies 
clinics, where to find Fall festivals, and a variety of holiday 
events. Contact us if you have information on upcoming 
events in the Five County Area.

Shades of Grey
What Do You Think?
Some situations are viewed in black and white; right and 
wrong. Yet, many people think situations also have a grey 
area where solutions are not so easily discerned.

Submitted for Your Consideration and 
Conversation
One evening you stop downtown to eat in one of your 
favorite restaurants, a place where you eat several times 
each month. 

You have a good meal, pay at the counter, and decide to stay 
downtown a little longer and walk around.

Stopping by your car to feed the parking meter, you reach 
into your pocket to get change. Pulling out the change, you 
see that you don’t have a quarter to pay for the meter. From 
the cost of your meal, you know you should have been 
given more change when you paid at the restaurant.

The following week, you decide to go back to eat. It is, after 
all, one of your favorite restaurants. Again you have a good 
meal and go to the register to pay. As you turn to leave the 
restaurant, you think of the previous visit and stop to count 
your change. It is a few cents short. Though you shrug it off 
and leave, you begin to wonder whether the short-changing 
was on purpose or accidental.

At the end of the month, you return to the same restaurant to 
have dinner with a friend. Once again when you pay for 
your meal at the counter, you are given less change than you 
should be given.

Knowing it has happened several times now, do you feel 
that you should mention your concern to the restaurant 
manager? Do you think that since it is just a few cents that it 
is easier to let it go? Would you feel embarrassed 
confronting the manager over such a small amount? What if 
the change is several dollars short? Does the amount make a 
difference, or is it the principle?

Alternatively, what if your friend was paying the bill? 
Would you advise your friend to count the change received? 
If so, do you feel you would be more willing to stand up for 
your friend than for yourself?

Finally, would you stop coming to the restaurant after the 
third time you were short-changed?
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Little Bits
Word of the Issue
Humidity
Definition:  The water vapor in the air or a gas.
Example: “It's not the heat, it's the humidity.”

Translation of the Issue
English — “Hot”
German — heiß Spanish — Caliente
Italian — Caldo Irish — Te
Korean — 뜨거운 (tteugeoun) Latin — Calidae

Translations for these and many other languages may be found at 
translate.google.com, babelfish.yahoo.com, and other online and print 
resources.

Quote of the Issue
Woodrow Wilson
“One cool judgment is worth a thousand hasty counsels. The thing to do is 
to supply light and not heat.”

Chuckle of the Issue
For fifteen years, Johnson had arrived at work at 9AM on the dot. He had 
never missed a day and was never late. 

Consequently, when on one particular day 9AM passed without Johnson's 
arrival, it caused a sensation. All work ceased, and the boss himself, 
looking at his watch and muttering, came out into the hall. 

Finally, precisely at 10AM, Johnson showed up, clothes dusty and torn, his 
face scratched and bruised, his glasses bent. He limped, wincing, to the 
time clock and punched in. Aware that all eyes were upon him, he said, “I 
tripped and rolled down two flights of stairs in the subway. Nearly killed 
myself.” 

The boss said, “And to roll down two flights of stairs took you a whole 
hour?” 

Something to Clip for Your ‘Fridge
With the last space shuttle mission in progress, submitted for your scissors 
this issue is an excerpt from President John F. Kennedy’s special message 
to Congress in 1961. Presented here with thanks to jfklibrary.org, whose 
archive contains the full text.

Excerpt from 
President John F. Kennedy’s

Special Message To The Congress
May 25, 1961

“Since early in my term, our efforts in space have been under review. With 
the advice of the Vice President, who is Chairman of the National Space 
Council, we have examined where we are strong and where we are not, 
where we may succeed and where we may not. Now it is time to take 
longer strides--time for a great new American enterprise--time for this 
nation to take a clearly leading role in space achievement, which in many 
ways may hold the key to our future on earth.

“I believe we possess all the resources and talents necessary. But the 
facts of the matter are that we have never made the national decisions or 
marshalled the national resources required for such leadership. We have 
never specified long-range goals on an urgent time schedule, or managed 
our resources and our time so as to insure their fulfillment.

“Recognizing the head start obtained by the Soviets with their large 
rocket engines, which gives them many months of leadtime, and 
recognizing the likelihood that they will exploit this lead for some time to 
come in still more impressive successes, we nevertheless are required to 
make new efforts on our own. For while we cannot guarantee that we shall 
one day be first, we can guarantee that any failure to make this effort will 
make us last. We take an additional risk by making it in full view of the 
world, but as shown by the feat of astronaut Shepard, this very risk 
enhances our stature when we are successful. But this is not merely a race. 
Space is open to us now; and our eagerness to share its meaning is not 
governed by the efforts of others. We go into space because whatever 
mankind must undertake, free men must fully share.”

“... I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, 
before this decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him 
safely to the earth. No single space project in this period will be more 
impressive to mankind, or more important for the long-range exploration 
of space; and none will be so difficult or expensive to accomplish.”
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